
Cajun group follows generations-old Ligne 
Acadienne to retrace heritage 

 
French, Canadian and American 'cousins,' descendants of Acadiens deported from Acadie in the 1700s gathered in Archigny, France, on 
Monday for food, wine and fellowship. / Claire Taylor, The Advertiser 

 
French, Canadian and American descendants of Acadiens deported from Acadie in the 1700s visited the former home of Charles Naquin 
and Ann Doiron in Archigny, France, on Tuesday. The home, built by the Naquins after deportation, is a museum today. / Claire Taylor, 
The Advertiser 
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ARCHIGNY, FRANCE — The line of 38 farmhouses along the two-lane road are all that 
remain of the Ligne Acadienne — the Acadian line — built in the 1770s. 
For some, the rustic farmhouses became permanent homes. For others, they were waystations on 
a decades-long journey that would eventually take them to Louisiana. 
This week, a group of nearly 50 descendants of Acadiens from Louisiana, Canada and elsewhere 
in the United States stepped onto land once worked by their forefathers while visiting a special 
museum here that explains the Acadiens expulsion from Nova Scotia in 1755 and their efforts to 
build new lives in France. 
The visit to the museum is part of a 17-day trip throughout France by the travelers to trace their 
Cajun roots, and many have already found documents and other signs of their ancestors' presence 
in France before they set sail for Louisiana. 
Both the French and Acadian flags flew this week over the former farmstead of Acadiens 
Charles Naquin and Ann Doiron, which today serves as a museum. The walls of the house were 
built from a mixture of mud and grass that hardened when it dried. 
Across the road from the Naquin farmhouse still stands the former Guillot-Daigle home. The 
husband and wife both were Acadiens. 



Despite the chill and light rain, John and Kathy Hebert of Prairieville walked up a path to the 
home their Guillot forefather built and occupied more than 200 years ago, to pose for a 
photograph. 
The house has been renovated and expanded, and is still being lived in. 
Although the Acadiens in the 1700s were provided free land, animals, tools and some supplies to 
build houses and live on, they were not happy in this new land, local officials told the modern-
day Cajun travelers. 
They longed for their Acadien homeland and the families and friends torn apart during what is 
called the Grand Derangement. 
Their neighbors also weren’t happy when they learned the French government provided these 
newcomers with free land and exempted them from paying taxes for 30 years. 
When Acadie in Canada fell into British hands in the 1750s, the Acadiens refused to swear 
allegiance to the British. They were removed from their homes and deported on crowded ships, 
sent to places they had never lived and where they often were unwanted. 
Many ended up in France. Although their forefathers settled Acadie for the French, the Acadiens 
no longer considered themselves French, either, and many of them lived for more than a decade 
in poverty in France. 
The Ligne Acadienne originally linked 58 farms, each comprised of about 32 acres, along a 
straight path about four miles long, a Boudreaux descendant who still lives in France told the 
group on Monday. 
The Marquis Perusse des Cars initiated the effort on behalf of the king to provide farmsteads to 
Acadiens whose forefathers colonized Nova Scotia for the French starting in the 1600s. 
When the Spanish government sought people to colonize Louisiana, many of the Acadiens in 
France took advantage of the offer, sailing to Louisiana for free and receiving land grants and 
supplies to once again start a new life. 
 


