
Cajun Travelers land in 
France to trace their ancestral roots 
 

Acadian descendants from Louisiana, Canada and other parts of the United States gather for the first time Thursday evening at the 
Roissy Companile hotel in Paris. / Claire Taylor, The Advertiser 
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PARIS, FRANCE — Newcomers in Acadiana sometimes are asked by natives, “Who’s your 
Mama? Who’s your Daddy? What’s your maiden name?” 
When more than 45 Acadians met up in Paris on Thursday, they didn’t need to be asked their 
lineage. They introduced themselves with the surnames of their Acadian forefathers, whether 
they were from Texas, Boston or Lafayette. 
Ancestors of the original Acadians — those deported by the British from Canada in the 1750s — 
flew from British Columbia, the East Coast, Texas and Louisiana to Paris on Thursday to begin a 
pilgrimage to the ports and towns their forefathers knew. 
Theses new-generation Cajuns will spend two weeks in France, visiting the places their 
forefathers lived before settling in Nova Scotia and the places they lived in France before sailing 
to Louisiana. Some on the trip may, for the first time, meet French residents that share their 
ancestry and surname. 
“We’re going to ports like La Rochelle where the Acadians arrived and left,” said Brenda 
Comeaux Trahan, who helped organize the tour on behalf of Philippe Gustin of the Centre 
International de Lafayette. “We’re going to a museum where, when you climb the steps of a 
tower, there are all our names.” 
Nova Scotia, Canada, was settled by the French in the 1600s. The scrappy people there survived 
and thrived, eventually coming to identify themselves not as French, but as Acadians. 
When the British took control, the nation wanted the Acadians to swear an oath to the British 
crown. When they refused, the British put them aboard ships and deported them to various 
places, including the East Coast of the United States, England and France. Some made their way 
early on to Louisiana, where they thrived. Another large group struggling in France took 
advantage of an offer by the Spanish, who owned part of Louisiana, and sailed for three months 
in less-than-perfect conditions to begin a new life in Louisiana. 
Trahan knows what it’s been like for members of the group. She grew up in the farming 
community of Indian Bayou in Vermilion Parish, wondering why her family spoke French and 
were Catholics among English-speaking Protestants. 



At 10, a Cajun teacher presented a lesson on the history of the Acadians. 
“I made the decision that when I was older I would go to Nova Scotia. I wanted to meet some 
Comeauxs,” she said. 
Her mother said in French they won’t know who she is or want to meet her. But it stayed with 
Trahan, who visited Nova Scotia for the first time in 1993 and met a Comeaux. 
She has returned many times and made lifelong friends there. 
“Every Comeaux that I meet broadens who I am,” she said. 
Like the group embarking on its pilgrimage Thursday, Trahan has made her own pilgrimage to 
France, walking in the footsteps of her forefathers. She and husband Ray, from Lafayette Parish, 
visited a Chateau de Comeaux that has existed since the 1600s. The Comeaux family crest was 
proudly displayed above doors and mantles. 
“We come from a place where there was no pride,” she said. “I actually believe if they’ve never 
been here before … these people are going to cry.” 
 


