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A group of Louisiana Cajuns are searching for their roots — but not in Canada. These pilgrims 
are following the genealogical thread back to France, searching for the French origins of their 
ancestors who, in the early 1600s, settled Acadie, now known as Nova Scotia, Canada. 
For these Cajuns, this two-week trip that began Sept. 4 has to be a monumental event. They are 
among a group with a distinct cultural identity, but who until recently knew little of their history. 
Among these pilgrims, who by now have joined the descendants of other Acadian exiles living in 
Texas and Boston, is The Daily Advertiser’s reporter Claire Taylor. The Morgan City native is 
there not only to cover the tour, but also to search out her own French forebears whose children 
set sail centuries ago to carve a home out of the wilderness of Canada. 
This has to be the adventure of a lifetime for this group. 
A genealogist once asked why it is that Cajuns seem to be almost obsessed with their Acadian 
heritage. The answer: Probably because they grew up knowing very little about it. 
Before the latter part of the 20th century, the history of French Louisiana consisted of the story 
of how settlers from France populated the state, but there was no mention of the Acadians. 
Most Louisiana Cajuns had some vague inkling that their ancestors came from French Canada, 
but little else. 
It was not until the last couple of decades of the 20th century that the story of the Acadian exile 
became common knowledge, sparking an explosion of interest and a hunger for more. 
That is understandable, given the attempt to suppress the French language and culture of 
Louisiana by some well-meaning educators in the early 20th century. 
There was a general sentiment that Cajun culture was not legitimately French, a second-class 
replica of the real deal. 
But since then, many Cajuns have traced their genealogy to Canada. Some have attended the 
Congrès Mondials, reunions of long-lost Louisiana and Canadian cousins who had been 
separated by centuries of exile. 
This trip to France is the ultimate next step. 
As more of the history of the Acadians was revealed, we learned that Le Grand Derangement, 
the deportation, which went on for at least a decade, was not a direct trip from Acadie to 
Louisiana. 
Some of the exiled Acadians — those who survived the depredations on board dangerously 
overcrowded ships — were sold into indentured servitude along the East Coast of America. 
Others landed on Caribbean islands. Still others went to France, where their own ancestors had 
lived more than a century before. 



Eventually, some of the Acadians made their way to Louisiana, settling mostly in the 
undeveloped southwestern part of the state. Those Acadians exiled to France were sponsored by 
the Spanish king to settle Spanish holdings in Louisiana. 
The group from Acadiana is searching for the French families with whom they share common 
ancestors. 
Imagine how they would feel to meet French natives who have last names that sound like their 
own. 
In recent decades, the stigma of being Cajun has been replaced by a sense of pride in Acadian 
culture and traditions. 
For these voyageurs, this foray into their past is a further validation of their heritage. 
 


